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Practice Emergency Drills in Gregg County  
 

Gregg County, Texas (October 24, 2017) – The Northeast Texas Public Health District (NET Health) is joining 

several emergency agencies, school districts and colleges within Gregg County to perform a practice response, 

in coordination with routine performance of a public health emergency drill on Wednesday, October 25, 2017. 

 

In the event of an actual public health emergency, such as a bioterrorism incident or a Pandemic situation, any 

necessary medication, vaccines and/or medical supplies that need to become distributed throughout our 

community prior to the onset of illness can be received at a designated Point Of Dispensing (POD) site that is 

both familiar and easily accessible to the community (i.e. schools, community centers, churches, etc.).  The 

ultimate goal of a POD is to quickly provide these items to a large number of people in a short period of time. 

 

Tomorrow, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., the practice drills will occur at the following locations: 

 

 Pine Tree High School - 1005 W. Fairmont St. in Longview 

 White Oak Elementary School - 200 White Oak Road in White Oak 

 Longview Fire Training Center - 411 American Legion Road in Longview 

 

“Gregg County actually has seven POD locations, and by testing locations at various times of the year, it allows 

all of our community partners to test public health emergency preparedness (or, PHEP) and to upgrade our 

emergency response plans,” says Johnny Brown, the NET Health PHEP Coordinator for Gregg County. 

 

The practice of performing these emergency drills allow local responders to test the capabilities of setting up 

and running a POD, and it also allows the participating agencies to see if there are any issues that may need to 

be addressed, such as observing the ease of community access to the POD during an actual event. 

 

On Wednesday morning, NET Health will test the ability to set up and run three PODs, in partnership with Pine 

Tree ISD, White Oak ISD, Longview Fire Department, Gregg County Health Department, Champion EMS, 

Gregg County CERT Team, UT Tyler-Longview School of Nursing, LeTourneau University School of Nursing, 

Kilgore Junior College’s School of Nursing and CHRISTUS Good Shepherd Medical Center in Longview. 

 

If you would like to coordinate a group of businesses to become involved as a POD location for your 

community, then please call NET Health at (903) 595 - 1350, or email us at ContactUs@netphd.org. 

 

About the Northeast Texas Public Health District (NET Health) 
 

NET Health serves a vital function through our Departments of Immunizations, Tuberculosis Control, 

Laboratory Services, Vital Statistics, Public Health Emergency Preparedness, Disease Surveillance, 

Environmental Health, WIC (Women, Infants and Children) & Community Outreach.   

 

The mission of NET Health is to promote health, prevent illness and protect our community.   

 

Visit us at MyNETHealth.org.  “Like” us on Facebook & “Follow” us on Instagram. 
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