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Northeast Texas Public Health District Announces  

2018 W.T. “Doc” Ballard Award Recipient 
 
The Northeast Texas Public Health District (NET Health) is pleased to announce the recipient of the 2018 

W. T. “Doc” Ballard Award for Excellence in Public Health.  This award is the District’s highest accolade 

for outstanding service contributing significantly to the enhancement of public health.   

 

Doc Ballard, a registered professional engineer for the Texas Department of Health and mentor to NET 

Health, was a leader in protecting the health of the public.  His expertise and administrative skills ensured the 

environmental controls crucial to the quality and safety of public drinking water and public food service; the 

proper disposal of wastewater and solid waste; and the monitoring of radiation. 
 

For the 2018 W. T. “Doc” Ballard Award, the Northeast Texas Public Health District recognizes Dr. Jeff 

Levin, who has demonstrated a true commitment to protect and promote the health of the public, and has 

been a tireless champion for improving the health of Northeast Texans, especially in the area of 

occupational health and public health. 
  

Dr. Levin arrived in Tyler, Texas in 1988, and has worked at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

at Tyler, first as an Assistant Professor of Medicine and eventually as the Senior Vice President for 

Academic Affairs and Provost.  He also serves as the “responsible official” for the Public Health Laboratory 

of East Texas, which is part of the CDC’s Laboratory Response Network.  He is the Founding Director of the 

Occupational Medicine Residency Program at the UT Health Science Center at Tyler and the numerous 

program graduates have capably served in occupational medicine across the country. 
  

Since 2002, Dr. Levin has been the Director of the Southwest Center for Agricultural Health, Injury 

Prevention, and Education for the five state U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Region 6.   

In this role, he assures the safety and health of agricultural workers across the region. 
  

Dr. Levin has also been a vital public health leader for Tyler, Smith County and all of East Texas. During the 

hurricane events of 2005 and 2008, he provided support to the many sheltering operations for evacuees from 

Louisiana and the Texas coast. When the H1N1 virus reached East Texas in 2009, he championed media 

outreach events and spearheaded institutional support for vaccination and public health communications.  

 

Since 2014, Dr. Levin has served as the Local Health Authority for Smith County, and his contributions to 

the field of occupational health and public health make him highly deserving of this honor. 

 

NET Health is thankful for the support from the East Texas chapter of the Texas Environmental Health 

Association (TEHA) for their contributions toward the annual recognition of the Doc Ballard Award. 
 

 

 

 

George T. Roberts, Jr. 

Chief Executive Officer 

 



 

 

 
 

Dr. Levin, 2nd from left, pictured with Doc Ballard’s sons, grandson and great-grandson. 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Levin, 3rd from left, pictured with members of our NET Health Board of Directors. 


